A Brief Guicis to Judaizsm’

A curriculum support presentation for the study of the Holocaust.

Created by the Birmingham Holocaust Education Committee
July, 2008
www.bhamholocausteducation.org



How to Use this PowerPoint

This PowerPoint is designed to stand alone or to be used
as support material in teaching the Holocaust.

A few slides have support n«
below the slide. This will be indicated on the slide itself by
a* placed next to the picture or copy that has further

details provided in the notes.

The Hebrew words in this presentation are written in italics
and include a phonetical pronunciation as well as an
actual audio pronunciation available by double clicking on
the - placed next to the text.



What (s duciziern??

Judaism is the religion of the Jewish people.

Judaism is the first recorded monotheistic faith and is the oldest
religious tradition still in practice today. According to Jewish
tradition, the history of Judaism begins with the Covenant between
G-d* and Abraham (ca. 2000 B.C.E.**), the patriarch of the Jewish
people.

Judaism differs from many religions in that central authority is not
vested in a person or group, but in sacred texts and traditions.
Judaism is based on principles and ethics embodied in the Hebrew
Bible and the Talmud.

With an estimated 14 million adherents in 2006, Judaism is the
world's twelfth largest organized religion.***



sasic Bellefs Of Judaism

Judaism is a religion concerned with actions more than beliefs.
It offers substantial room for personal opinion.

One Gd
The People
The Covenant
The World to Come
Repairing the World
Death

The Land of Israel



One d

Jews believe in
a single,
omniscient (all knowing),
omnipotent (all powerful),
omnipresent (in all places at all times), benevolent
Gd
who created the universe and continues to be involved in its governance.

This Gd is just and merciful and has no form or representation.

Just as the terms Gl and Lord are used interchangeably in English,
there are various Hebrew terms as well:

Adonai* (3-d N OQ)Hebrew for "Lordo6é; common
Hashem( hSOH 6 M Hebrew for "the Name."
E-lohim ( {EH 0 M) Another term for (d.
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The People

Each person is created in the image of-G
therefore, all people are created equal and deserve
to be treated with dignity and respect.

i W

Furthermore, our likeness to G-d is in our intellectual ability to understand.

Judaism believes that people have free will
and are responsible for the choices they make.
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The Covenant

According to traditional Jewish belief,-&
established a Covenant with the Jewish people
and revealed his laws and commandments to
Moses on Mount Sinai in the form of th&orah

The Torah contains 613 commandments from G-d
known as mitzvot ( m UVGQGHT), #)- or sacred
obligations. Amongst them are the Ten

Commandments.

The Torah, in its full form, contains the 5 Books ¢
Moses and all of its explanation. It teaches how
to act, think, and even comprehend life and
death, as well as @'s relationship with the
Jewish people.




sasic Beliefs Qf Juraism

One Gd
The People
The Covenant
The World to Come
Repairing the World
Death

The Land of Israel



The World to Come

Jews believe the Messiah will be a person (not a god), from the

family of King David, who will lead the world to unity and peace.

Jews do not bélieve that Jesus was the Messiah.
Jews do'recognize thatin hisitime, Jesus was an influential Jewish

teacher who lived and diedias'a Jew, with no thought of creating a
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Repairing the World,
Tikkun Olam

#)- 7ikkun Olam(t & K WHLMHM) is a Hebrew phrase
that means repairing or mending the world.

| \\ Jews believe thatweare@d 6 s partners i
' ";.\\ world. By following the Commandments, which include
¥ | ’ social action andtzedakah,Jews strive to bring peace,
3 ,.;',-" _ ¥y 3 freedom, and justice to all people.
."r;" 'l"" 4 '!- 3 !
o ['» .

¥ 4 ,,f(" 2l ;f - Tzedakah(tsi-DAHkuh) is defined as money donated to

: i ;..‘,-‘ SRR others because it is the right thing to do. Often
4 S ! mi stransl ated as oOcharity,
4 w 7 Ojusticed or Orighteousnes:s
4 one is able and emotionally moved to do stzedakahis

V4 an obligation given by @l to all Jews. Unlike
philanthropy, which is completely voluntaryzedakahis
seen as a religious obligation, which must be performed
regardless of financial standing, and must even be
performed by the poor.
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Although Jewish people believe in heaven, Judaism focuses on
this life and the world in which we live, for it is in the here and
now that humankind can grow and do good deeds.
Essentially, this world is for action, and in the afterlife, one
experiences the personal fulfillment of those actions.
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The Land of Israel

Judaism believes the Land of Israel
(Eretz Yisraél #)- was part of the
Covenant made between @ and the
Jewish people at Mount Sinai. Since the
time of Abraham, there has been a
continual Jewish presence in the Land of

Israel.




Who is @ Jew?

According to traditional Jewish Law, a Jew Is anyone
born of a Jewish mother or converted in accordance
with Jewish Law.

Judaism maintains that a Jew, whether by birth or
conversion, is a Jew forever. *

All Jews consider themselves to be descendants of the
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Jews are not a race. Jews are not a nation. Jews are
like a family.



Jews Ave Not a Raze':

The idea of race itself, and actual divisions of persons into groups
based on selected hereditary features, are social constructs.

Jews sprang from the Mediterranean subdivision of the Caucasoid
race. Over the course of centuries, Jews have developed a multitude
of different physical characteristics because of their fusion with other
racial blends wherever they lived.

There is no distinguishing racial physical feature common only to
Jews.

Anyone can become a Jew and members of every race, creed and
color in the world have done so at one time or another.

As early as Abraham, the Jews have admitted others into the fold. A
omi xed mul ti t sews joined the Bxadusy n o n
(Exodus 12:38)



Jews Aive: Not a Na%lon !

When Jews speak of themselves as a
nation, this implies shared ideas, values

and heritage, rather than geographic =
jocation. '—.‘
e —.— S

't I s a onationo of,wnityw 3kl w
one another that transcends common land * % % %

or government. A% =5
This is why Jews can be both Jewish and s * ——

. N *
Americand or any other nationality. ‘*‘

The modern state of Israel extends the
concept of nationhood, and many Jews see
themselves as her citizens.




Jews Ave Like a Fanly
Jews feel a sense of connectedness to each other that many find
hard to explain, define, or even understand:

Li ke a family, Jews donot al ways | .

Like a family, Jews hold each other to the highest standards, knowing that
the shortcomings of any member will be held against them all.

Li ke a family, when an outsider ¢
whole, Jews are quick to join together in opposition to that unfair criticism.

Li ke a family, when members suffe
feels the pain.

Like a family, when a member does something wrong, they all feel shame.

Like a family, when a member accomplishes something significant, they all
feel proud.






Major Branches oy Judaism
Orthodox

Original and only form of Judai
NamedOrthodoxin reaction to the advent ofReform Judaism.
Most observant.

Founded by Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise in 1873 in rebellion against the binding
traditions of orthodoxy.
Most flexible about observance of Jewish laws.

The largest Jewish movement in North America.

Organized by Dr. Solomon Schechter in 1913 as a reaction to Reform Judaism's
liberalism.
Philosophically stands between Orthodox and Reform.



Orthodox Judaism

Believe that both the Written LawTrah) and the Oral LawToraltd s t r adi t i on
interpretation which became the Talmud) were divinely revealed to Moses at Mount

Sinai. They have been transmitted throughout the ages. These laws are binding and

can not be abolished.

The 613 mitzvot "§- (commandments) in theTorahare all equally obligatory. Although
these principles are @&l given and therefore eternal, they are applied by the sages to
changing times. * Consequently, Orthodox Jews observe the Kosher dietary laws.

Believe the Messiah will be one descended through the line of King David. He will
gather the Jews back in the Holy Land, the Land of Israel, and usher in an era of
peace, including the construction of the Third Temple on the site of the original Temple
in Jerusalem.

Believe in an afterlife and the bodily resurrection of the dead.

Prayer services held primarily in Hebrew. During prayer, men are seated separately
from women. Men are required to pray inminyan  (quorum of 10 required for
prayer). **

Only children of Jewish mothers are considered Jewish. Conversion is accepted, but
must be in accord with Orthodox law.

Prohibits intermarriage in any way.



Orthodox SubGroups

MODERN ORTHODOX

A Integrated into modern society yet emphasize strict observance of religious laws and commandments.
A Feel that secular knowledge and aspects of secular society can be incorporated into their Jewish life.

ULTRAORTHODOX (HARED)

A Life revolves aroundTorah study, prayer and family.
A Families tend to be large, reflecting adherence to the commandment "be fruitful & multiply" (Genesis 1:28, 9:1,7)

A Often live in insular communities.

Hasi @i m (Hasid means Opiouso)
AFounded in Eastern Europe 1in Baae Shant o' s by Rabbi
A Followers focus on the aspects of joy, song, and dance in their service ef.GThey strive to experience

an exalted state of connection with @. |
A Emphasize all Jewish traditions, including the mystidgabbalah #- as a sacred scripture.
Try to make theKabbalah more accessible to the masses.

ARecognized?ebbe'Q}:( R&OB as spiritual, i

Lubavitch (Chabad)%-

AA Hasidic movement founded in Russia

A Lubavitch is the name of the town in Russia that served as the movement's headquarters for
over a century.

A Reaches out to fellow Jews, celebrating the joys of being Jewish.

ntell ectual and

at en



Haredi (Ultra Orthodox) Dres:

The distinctive dress of Haredi Jews helps them to define and insulate their communities, as well a
maintain a traditional and spiritual focus.
They dress as their ancestors dressed in 18th and 19th century Europe.

A Tend to wear dark suits with white shirts.*
A Most wear akippah ( Kqah) #-** or head covering at all times.
Generally wear a widdrimmed hat (typically black) when outside.***
A Generally have beards and sidelocks ayes( Ryb 3. L B
OYou shall not mar the corner of
A Often follow the specific dress style of their group, which may include
elegant frock coats, wide or high fur hats and generally a long belt
wrapped around the frock during prayer.

A Women, in line with strict standards of modesty, tend to wear long skirts
and shirts with long sleeves and high necklines.

A After the women get married, they cover their heads with either
scarves, hats or wigs.




Major Branches oy Judaism

Original and only form of Judai
NamedOrthodoxin reaction to the advent ofReform Judaism.
Most observant.

Reform

Founded by Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise in 1873, in rebellion against the binding
traditions of orthodoxy.
Most flexible about observance of Jewish laws.

The largest Jewish movement in North America.

Organized by Dr. Solomon Schechter in 1913 as a reaction to Reform Judaism's
liberalism.
Philosophically stands between Orthodox and Reform.



Reform Judaism

A Affirms the central tenets of Judaisn® G-d, Torahand Israeld yet embraces innovation while
preserving tradition. Today, the movement has embraced many of the practices it first rejected. |
now expresses a greater respect for tradition while still recognizing that the sacred heritage has
evolved and adapted over the centuries and must continue to do so.

A Accepts theTorahas divinely inspired, but written in the language of the time in which it was
given. Views the Oral Law as an evolving system in which successive generations of rabbis
discussed how to incorporate thdorahinto their lives. Feel more free than the Orthodox to
modify or change the Oral Law. The 618itzvot f)- are subject to modern interpretation.
Originally rejectedkashrut o) (kosher dietary laws), but today many are observing these laws.

A Perceives a Messianic Age when the world will be at peace but does not agree that there will be
messiah (king) as the leader of this era.

A Reform Jewish liturgy is beginning to reflect a broader philosophical openness to the concept of
the resurrection of the dead.

A Holds prayer services in the native tongue (along with some Hebrew). Allows women full equalit
in religious matters. They may read from thBorah become aBat Mitzvah sit with the men during
religious services, and be counted as part of thminyan. LE

A Considers children of either Jewish mothers or fathers as Jewish as long as they are raised
Jewish. Requires male converts to undergo the ritual of circumcision and immersion. Requires
females to undergo immersion.

A Intermarriage is allowed, but not encouraged. Some rabbis will perform an intermarriage as long
as parents plan to raise the children Jewish.



Major Branches oy Judaism

Original and only form of Judai
NamedOrthodoxin reaction to the advent ofReform Judaism.
Most observant.

Founded by Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise in 1873, in rebellion against the binding
traditions of orthodoxy.
Most flexible about observance of Jewish laws.

The largest Jewish movement in North America.

Conservative

Organized by Dr. Solomon Schechter in 1913 as a reaction to Reform Judaism's
liberalism.
Philosophically stands between Orthodox and Reform.



Conservative Judaism

AThe term o0Con
tradition, ra
are politically conservative.

to signi f

reform or abandon I
A\ Believes that theTorahcame from Gd, but was transmitted by humans and thus contains a

human component. The laws in th&orahshould change and adapt, absorbing aspects of the

predominant culture, while remaining true

evolving system in which successive generations of rabbis discussed and debated how to

incorporate theTorahinto their lives. Feel more free than the Orthodox to ignore, modify, or

change the Oral Law. Rules concerning kosher dietary lakaghrut) ) are not obligatory,

but believes that Jews should consider keeping kosher because it is a valuable way for people

to bring holiness into their lives.

A Believe they must live in a way that will usher in the Messianic Age. They are not sure
whether the Messiah will be an actual person or whether he is a symbol of redemption.

A Conservative Jews have retained the tenet of the bodily resurrection of the dead, including
traditional references to it in the liturgy. However, many conservative Jews interpret the tenet
metaphorically rather than literally.

A Religious services contain considerably more Hebrew than Reform services. Allows women
full equality in religious matters. Allows them to read from thi@rah become aBat Mitzvah
sit with the men during religious services, and be counted as part of tirenyan. -

A Recognizes Jewish lineage through matrilineal descent only. Conversion to Judaism requires
both circumcision and ritual immersion for males and only the latter for females.

A Rabbis and cantors are prohibited from officiating at intermarriages in any way.



- 2cap g9l ‘-- 17/ Anyey=r) .'QE:E
Sepharaic or Ashkenazic
(suh-FAHRD U kihshk GAHz Ok )

In addition to religious laws, Jews from different geographic areas historically adopt different
customs and interpretations.

A Sephardic Jews are the Jews of Spain, Portugal,

North Africa and the Middle East and their R Ashk . h e
descendants. shkenazic Jews are the Jews of France,

Germany, and Eastern Europe and their
A Sephardic Jews originated in Spain or Portugal. The descendants.

Hebrew word for Spain iSefarad #- While under A . .
Islamic rule, there were good relations between Jews Ashkenaz - is the Yiddish word for Germany.

and Muslims, but under Catholic rule, there was great ~ When the Jews were expelled from Germany in the
pressure for Jews to convert. In 1492, both Jews and Middle Ages, those that settled in northern, central,
Muslims were expelled from Spain. The Jews fledto 2Nd eastern Europe became

Muslim countries and the Netherlands. A The language of Ashkenazic communities was

A Thelatnrbased | anguage cal |l ed'ddsh Jhyswasbasgd ogmedigvgl German, with
on Spanish and Hebrew, became the unifying some Hebrew expressions, as well as words from
language of Sephardic Jews in Europe. the languages of those places where Jews settled.
A Sephardic Jews enjoy boureka®)-  (phyllo dough A Ashkenazic Jews enjoy bagels & lox, potato
pastries filled with cheese or spinach) and on latkes, gefilte fish, and matzah ball soup.

Passover may eat rice, corn, peanuts and beans.

There are some Jews who do not fit into this Ashkenazic/Sephardic distinction. Yemenite Jews,
Ethiopian Jews, and Oriental Jews also have their own distinct customs and traditions.



Florence, Italy

Synagogue

A Synagogues are Jewish houses of prayer and
study. They often have additional areas for
community or educational use.

A Also called a Temple oBhul #)-(SHOOL), in Yiddish.

A There is no set architectural design for
synagogues.

A Al synagogues contain an Ark and an Eternal Light.

Birmingham, AL

New York City

Religious Leaders

Rabbid spiritual leader charged with leading and
teaching the congregation. This role requires
ordination by the congregation's preferred authority.

Chazzan)- or Cantors ordained clergy and
trained vocalist that leads the congregation in prayer.

Gabbai = ( Gdb B A lay person who volunteers
to perforn'.ﬂz_arious duties in connection witfforah
readings at religious services.



