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Dear Teacher:

| am a survivor of a concentration camp.
My eyes saw what no man should witness:
Gas chambers built by learned engineers,
Children poisoned by educated physicians,
Infants killed by trained nurses,

Women and babies shot and burned by high school and
college graduates,

So | am suspicious of education.

My request is: Help your students become human. Your
efforts must never produce learned monsters, skilled
psychopaths, educated Eichmanns.

Reading, writing, and arithmetic are important only if they
serve to make our children more human.

- Chaim Ginott, Teacher and Child







Bystanders (85%)

Victims

Restuers<<9.9%)%0) Perpetrators (< 10%)



Some killed,
others helped the killers,
or made beli eve they d

The vast majority were apathetic,
unconcerned,
Indifferent.

The victims died, not only because of the killers;
They died because of the indifference of others.

- Elie Wiesel,

ARnThe Courage to Careo




Rescue

Prior to the war, the people who became rescuers were not yet saints or even
necessarily saintly,
and the people who became killers were not yet villains or even necessatrily villainous.
- Perpetrators, Victims and Bystanders, Raul Hilberg
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ARighteous Among the Nations
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Raseoluers

Awere from every country the Germans occupied
Awere of different ages

Awere from various social classes

Awere from all education levels

Awere from different economic spheres

Awere from various political beliefs

Awere from different religious backgrounds

Awere from diverse occupations



Rescue

Rescuers were ordinary people who performed extraordinary deeds.

ADemographics of Rescuers

AMotivation of Rescuers
AMethods of Rescue
Alndividuals Who Rescued
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AGovernments that Rescued
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MORAL LEADERSHIP

The abllity to influence others to
accomplish a goal arising from a
sense of right and wrong.



Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz
1904-1973

Member German Legation in Copenhagen
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SELF-SACRIFICE

Giving up personal wants and needs
for the sake of others or for a cause.



y\ Irene Gut

1922-2003

Poland
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COURAGE

The state of mind that enables one to
face danger, hardship or uncertainty
with composure and resolve.
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Piotrkow, Poland
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INTEGRITY

Firm adherence to a moral code,
especially in the face of adversity.



Dr. Adelaide Hautval
1906-1988

France
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Tag with the inscription

Dr. Hautval was forced to wear such a tag when
she was deported to Auschwitz.




COMPASSION

A feeling of sympathy for the suffering
of another and the desire to alleviate It.



Elisabeth Abegg
1882-1974

Germany

Von 1928 bis 1973 wohnte hier

ELISABETH ABEGG

3.3.1882-8.8.1974

Zwischen 1942 und 1945 versteckte und versorgte
sie mit Hilfe ihrer Schwester Julie Abegg viele rassistisch

Berlin memorial plaque, Verfolgte und rettete thnen so das Leben
Elisabeth Abegg, Tempelhofer

Damm 56, Berlin-Tempelhof,
Germany




COOPERATION

Working together toward
a common goal or purpose.



Irena Sendler
1910-2008

‘Warsaw, Poland r




SOCIAL
RESPONSIBLITY

A sense of obligation
to ensure the welfare of others.



Unknown Polish Christian

Bialystok, Poland

The Great Synagogue of Bialystok, builtin  On June 27, 1941 the Germans forced
1908, was the largest wooden synagogue  500-700 Jews into the synagogue and
in Eastern Europe. burned it to the ground.



INGENUITY

Inventive skill or cleverness
In confronting a challenge.



Leopold Socha

Lvov, Poland

Leopold Socha Kristina and Pavel Chiger




Rescue

Rescuers, like perpetrators, were not born to a particular role or function.
They became rescuers step by step.

- Perpetrators, Victims and Bystanders, Raul Hilberg

ADemographics of Rescuers
ATraits of Rescuers

AMethods of Rescue
Alndividuals Who Rescued
ADiplomats Who Rescued
AGovernments that Rescued
ARighteous Among the Nations




Let us not forget there is always a second
when the moral choice is made.

Even in those times, when the terror was
unprecedented. German soldiers everywhere,
collaborators everywhere.

Even then, there were people: men, women,
rich and poor,
who si mpl yivwe iwlo moNtOod o

- Elie Wiesel,

ARnThe Courage to Careo




Some sympathized with the Jews.

Some were actually antisemitic, but could not sanction murder or genocide.

Some were bound to those they saved by ties of friendship and personal
loyalty, while some went out of their way to help total strangers.

Some were motivated by their political beliefs or religious values.
Some felt ethically that life must be preserved in the face of death.

For some there was no choice, what they did was natural and instinctive.

Many rescuers felt they were simply acting out of elemental human decency.
They later insisted that they were not heroes, that they never thought of
themselves as doing anything special or extraordinary.



One morning on my way to school, | passed by a small
Jewi sh childrenodés home. T h
children who ranged in age from babies to eight-year-olds.
They were upset and crying. When they did not move fast
enough, the Nazis picked them up by an arm, a leg, the
hair, and threw them into the trucks. To watch grown men
treat small children that way 1 | could not believe my eyes.
Two women coming down the street tried to interfere

physically. The Germans heaved them into the truck, too. |
just sat there on my bicycle and that was the moment |
decided that if there was anything | could do to thwart such
atrocities, | would do it.

-Marion van Binsbergen Pritchard

Describing her decision to join the rescue effort as a
schoolgirl in the Netherlands.




Rescue

Courage is a whisper from above:
when you | isten with your he
- Irene Gut Opdyke, rescuer
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UHI ding a Jew I n one
property.

USupplyi ng forged | DO
U Finding employment.
U Smuggling people from one place to another.

U Providing food or clothing.



Rescue

Each one of us is living proof that even in hell, even in the hell called the Holocaust,
there was goodness, there was kindness, there was love & compassion.

- Abraham Foxman, child survivor
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Individuals Who Rescued

- »
Oskar Schindler with some of those
he rescued, 1946

Betsie, Corrie, Nollie and
Willem Ten Boom

American Friends Service Committee Andre Trocmé
(Quakers) and his wife Magda



Rescue

It is a fantastic comment on the inhumanity of our times that for thousands and
thousands of people a piece of paper with a stamp on it is the difference between life ani
death.

_Dorothy Thompson, journalist
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Diplomats Who Rescued

Feng Shan Ho Aristides de Sousa Mendes  Chiune Sugihara
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Hiram Bingham IV

Jan Zwartendijk Raoul Wallenberg



Rescue

You read what was accomplished by a handful of men and women, and you try to imagir
what could have been accomplished if more people had shown that they cared.
- Elie Wiesel
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Bulgaria

Denmark
Finland \
Hungary :'.“ i
Italy " ;g;j?
Vatican | &

Danish fishermen ferry Jévvs to
: safety in neutral Sweden during the
U n Ited States German occupation of Denmark.

1943.



Rescue

Whosoever saves a single life, saves the entire universe.
- The Talmud
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Righteous Armmang)tHeeNddions:

Poland

Netherlands

Czech Republic

France

Croatia

Slovenia

Ukraine

Austria

Spain

Belgium

Moldova

Estonia

Lithuania

Albania

United States

Hungary

Romania

China

Belarus

Switzerland

Brazil

Slovakia

Bosnia

Chile

Italy

Norway

Vietham

Germany

Denmark

Montenegro

Greece

Bulgaria

Japan

Russia

Great Britain

Luxembourg

Yugoslavia (Serbia)

Armenia

Portugal

Latvia

Sweden

Turkey

Macedonia

Georgia
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TOTAL 22,765




American mgimaéaméec

Varian Fry
Marseilles, France,
1940-1941.

Waitstill and Martha
Sharp
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| will give them in My house and in My walls, a monument and name better than sons
and daughters; | will give them an everlasting name that shall never be effaced.
-Isaiah 56:5

Garden of the
Righteous




Remember that it is easy to save human lives.

One did not need to be crazy to feel pity for an
abandoned child. It was enough to open a
door, to throw a piece of bread, a shirt, a coin;
It was enough to feel

In those times, one climbed to the summit of
humanity by simply remaining human.

- Elie Wiesel, 1984



Teaching About Rescue



When Do | Teach Rescue?

APlace rescue within the larger narrative of the Holocaust.

ARescue can be taught in chronological context or as an
addendum to the larger story of the Holocaust.



AComparing Acts of Rescue

AExpl oring Rescuersodo Moti ve
AConsidering the Importance of Cooperation

ADebating the Morality of Disobedience

AContrasting Rescuers from Different Backgrounds
AMaki ng Sense of Rescuer sb©o
AUnder standing Why the Res:«¢
ADefining Our Own Obligations



