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Adolf Hitler, Adolf Hitler,
Austrian Citizen, Dictator of Germany
High school drop-out,
Lance Corporal, German Army



Myth or Fact: Adolf Hitler was elected to power.

Myth or Fact: Hitler's rise to power was inevitable.
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The world is too dangerous to live in — not because of the people who do evil, but
because of the people who sit and let it happen. - Albert Einstein

Birth of the Nazi Party

The Weimar Republic

Beer Hall Putsch (November 8-9, 1923)

Nazis Become a Legitimate Party

Hitler Appointed Chancellor (January 30, 1933)
Reichstag Fire (February 27, 1933)
Emergency Decree (February 28, 1933)
Enabling Act (March 23, 1933)

Night of the Long Knives (June 30, 1934)

Hitler Becomes Fuhrer (August 2, 1934)



Birth of the Nazi Party
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German propaganda postcard showing an early
Hitler preaching to the fledgling Nazi Party.

Assembly of the Nazi Party, 1922, Coburg, Germany

e [n 1919 Hitler joined the
fledgling “German Worker’s
Party.”

e |n 1920 he took control of the
group and changed the name to
the National Socialist German
Worker’s Party, National
Sozialistische Deutsche Arbeiter
Partei, NSDAP, or Nazi for short.

* |t was here that Hitler
discovered two remarkable
talents: public speaking and
inspiring personal loyalty.
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78% favored democracy.

Number of Reichstag Deputies Electe

Date Jan | Jun | May | Dec | May | Sept| July | Nov | Mar
1919| 1920| 1924| 1924| 1928| 1930| 1932| 1932 1933
Total Daputies 480 | 472 | 483 | 481 | 577 | 80& | 58¢ | &47
SPD, Social Democrats 102 | 100 | 131 | 153 | 143 | 133 | 121 120
USPD, Independent Socialists 84
KPD, Communists 4 62 45 54 77 89 | 100 81
Centre Party (Catholics) 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74
BVP, Bavarian [Peopdle06X |[PHr |t 16 19 22 20 18
DDP, Democrats 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 5
DVP, Peopl e dfs19P|a 65t |y 45 o1 45 30 7 11 2
Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Parjy 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1
DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95 | 103 | 73 41 37 52 52
230 [ 196 | 288
Others 3 5 19 12 28 49 9 11 7




The Weimar Republic

Now we have a Republic, the problem is we have no Republicans.
- Walter Rathenau, 15t Foreign Minister of Weimar Republic

PRESIDENT

Publicly elected to 7-year term.
Head of armed forces.
Power to dismiss the government and call for new elections.
Could rule independently of Reichstag in case of national emergency.

CHANCELLOR REICHSTAG
Appointed by President.

Unlimited number of political parties.
USUZ':%’ l?r?ggcﬂsgg%t Elected to 4-year term by proportional representation.
party & (e.g., 10% of the vote equals 10% of the seats)

421 members (1919)
CABINET e 647 members (1932)



The Weimar Constitution:
Article 48

The Reich President may, if the public safety and order in the German
Reich are considerably disturbed or endangered, take such measures as
are necessary to restore public safety and order. If necessary, he may
intervene with the help of the armed forces. For this purpose he may
suspend, either partially or wholly, the Fundamental Rights (personal
freedom from arrest, sanctity of home, secrecy of telephone and postal
communications, free speech and free press, freedom of assembly and
association, and protection of private property)...On demand of the
Reichstag these measures shall be repealed.
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Presidents of the Republic

DATE ELECTED

PRESIDENT

PARTY

February 11, 1919

Friedrich Ebert

AFFILLIATION

SPD

Became leader of SDP
in 1913.
Remained President
until his death.

April 27, 1925
April 10, 1932

Paul von Hindenburg

Field Marshal
(military)

No love of republics.
A monarchist at heart.
Remained President
until his death.

August 1934
(self-appointed)

Adolf Hitler

NSDAP

Upon death of
Hindenburg, Hitler
combined offices of
Chancellor &
President.




45% favored democracy.

Number of Reichstag Deputies Electe

0

Date ‘ Jan [ Jun | May | Dec | May | Sept] July [ Nov | Mar
1919] 1920| 1924| 1924| 1928| 1930| 1932| 1932| 1933
Total Daputias | 425 | 48€ | 472 | 408 | 401 | 577 | s06 | s8¢ | s47
SPD, Social Democrats 165 100 | 131 | 153 | 143 | 133 | 121 | 120
USPD, Independent Socialists| 22 84
KPD, Communists @ 62 | 45 | 54 | 77 | 89 | 100 | 81
Centre Party (Catholics) 91 65 | 69 | 62 | 68 | 75 | 70 | 74
BVP, Bavarian |Peolpdle 6k |[PHr |t §6 19 22 20 18
DDP, Democrats 75 28 | 32| 25| 20| 4 | 2 | 5
DVP, Peopl e d]s19P|a 65t |y 45 o1 45 30 7 11 2
Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Parjly 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1
DNVP, Nationalists 46 |Q@L) 95 | 103| 73 | 41 | 37 | 52 | 52
230 | 196 | 288
Others 3 5 | 19 | 12 | 28 | 49| 9 | 11 | 7




Inflation in Germany

DATE CERMAN YARAS U.S. DOLLAKS

1919 4.2 1
1921 75 1
1922 400 1
Jan. 1923 7,000 1
July 1923 160,000 1
Aug. 1923 1,000,000 1
Nov. 1, 1923 1,300,000,000 1
Nov. 15, 1923 1,300,000,000,000 1
Nov. 16, 1923 4,200,000,000,000 1




German children with stacks of inflated currency,
virtually worthless in 1923.



Wartime Leaders
Attack the Republic

Paul von Hindenburg
Oct.2, 1847 - Aug. 2, 1934
Served German Army 1866-1918

BN Erich Ludendorff
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The Weimar Republic also faced attack from the wartime leaders of the
German military, most notably Field Marshals Erich von Ludendorff and Paul
von Hindenburg. Both vocalized their belief that the civilian government had
taken power in the final days of the war and had betrayed the armed forces
by surrendering. This train of thought appealed to many Germans who could
not believe their great army was on the verge of collapse in November 1918.
In fact, both of these military commanders had pressed for a quick end to the
war because of sinking morale among their troops.



Problems faced by the Weimar Government
1919-1923

1. Ineffective Constitution
- Article 48.
- Proportional voting led to too many parties.
- German states had too much power.
- Army not fully under government control.

2. Left-wing (Communist) Rebellions
- 1919 Spartacist (communist) revolt.

3. Right-wing Terrorism
- 1920 Kapp Putsch - Freikorps brigade rebelled against Treaty of Versailles
- Nationalist terrorist groups murdered 356 politicians

- Matthias Erzberger (signed the armistice) and Walter Rathenau (SPD Foreign
Minister made a treaty with Russia) assassinated.

4. Invasion
- 1923, Germany failed to make reparations payment and France invaded the
Ruhr (western industrial part of Germany).

5. Inflation
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Beer Hall Putsch

Part of a photo-card collection used by Munich, Germany, 1923, Masses in the
the Nazis to indoctrinate German streets during the Putsch.
children. The Burgerbraukeller Beer
Hall in Munich was the scene of the
failed Nazi Putsch. It symbolized the
birth pangs of Nazi power.
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Nazis appear in Reichstag.

Number of Reichstag Deputies Electefl

Date ‘ Jan | Jun | May] Dec | May | Sept] July [ Nov | Mar

1919| 1920| 1924] 1924| 1928| 1930| 1932| 1932 1933

Total Daputies | 428 | 4s¢ | 472 | 403 | 401 | 577 | s06 | s8¢ | s47
SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 | 200 | 131 | 153 | 143 | 133 | 121 120

USPD, Independent Socialists| 22 84
KPD, Communists 4 45 | 54 | 77 | 89 | 100 81
Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74
BVP, Bavarian |Peo/pdlel0oX |PHr |t 16 19 22 20 18
DDP, Democrats 75 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 5
DVP, Peopl e d]s19P|a 65t |y 45 o1 45 30 7 11 2
Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Parjly 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1

DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95 103 | 73 41 37 52 52

32 230 [ 196 | 288
Others 3 5 19 12 28 | 49 9 11 7




Number of Reichstag Deputies Elected

Nazis < 3% of Reichstag. 7
Date io16] 1620| 1924
Total Deputjes I 423 | 488 | 472
SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 | 100
USPD, Independent Socialists| 22 84
KPD, Communists 4 62
Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65
BVP, Bavarian |[Peo pdle bl
DDP, Democrats 75 39 28
DVP, Peopl e d]sl19Pfa 65t |y 45
Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Parjly 4 4 10
DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95
Others 3 5 19

Sept| July | Nov | Mar
1930 1932| 1932 1933
577 | 60& | 584 | 847
1431 133 | 121 @ 120
77 89 | 100 | 81
68 75 70 74
19 22 20 18
20 4 2 )
30 7 11 2
23 2 1
41 37 52 52
230 | 196 | 288
49 9 11 7




Worldwide Depression, 1929
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Bread lines for the unemployed in the U.S.




Unemployment in Germany
1928-1933

Estimated German Unemployment, 1900-1940

September 1928 650,000
September 1929 1,320,000
September 1930 3,000,000
September 1931 4,350,000
September 1932 5,102,000

January 1933 6,100,000
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“Work and Bread!”
Nazi Party election poster
from the early 1930’s.

* The Nazi Party, political
unknowns, promised the
German people a solution to
their hunger and poverty:
Work & Bread.

e After the Nazis came to
power, public works programs
similar to those initiated by
FDR’s “New Deal” stimulated
the German economy.

* Prior to World War I,
average Germans credited the
Nazis with their improved
standard of living.
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AUF DEIM COLLMBERG.
Nazi propaganda poster illustrating the Nazi’s desire to
break the shackles of the Treaty of Versailles.



NSDAP 2" |argest party (18%).

Number of Reichstag Deputies Elected

Date ‘ Jan | Jun [ May | Dec | May | Sept| July | Nov | Mar

1919 1920| 1924| 1924| 1928| 1930 1932| 1932 1933

Total Daputias | 428 | 4s¢ | 472 | 408 | 401 | &q7| s06 | s8¢ | s47
SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 | 100 | 131 | 153 f 443| 133 | 121 120

USPD, Independent Socialists| 22 84
KPD, Communists 4 | 62| 45 | 54 |(TT)| 89 | 100 | 81
Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74
BVP, Bavarian |Peo/pdlel0X |[PHr |t 16 19 22 20 18
DDP, Democrats 75 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 5
DVP, Peopl e d]s19P|a 65t |y 45 o1 45 30 7 11 2
Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Parjly 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1

DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95 | 103 | 73 41 37 52 52

B 230 | 196 | 288
Others 3 5 19 12 28 49 9 11 7




Chancellors of the Republic

CHANCELLOR APPOINTED I(')E:I‘:Ygg P%':;'.ﬁ? L COALITION ELl\IIE?:-I'-I'IL(.)N
Friedrich Ebert Nov. 1918 Feb. 1919 SPD SPD, Center, DDP Jan. 1919
Philipp Scheidemann¥* Feb. 1919 June 1919 SPD SPD, Center, DDP
Gustav Bauer June 1919 March 1920 SPD SPD, Center, DDP
Hermann Muller March 1920 June 1920 SPD SPD, Center, DDP
Konstantin Fehrenbach June 1920 May 1921 Center Center, DDP, DVP June 1920
Josef Wirth May 1921 Nov. 1922 Center Center, DDP SPD
Wilhelm Cuno Nov. 1922 August 1923 none Center, DDP, DVP
Gustav Stresemann August 1923 Nov. 1923 DVP
Wilhelm Marx Nov. 1923 Dec. 1924 Center Center, DDP, DVP, BVP May 1924
Dr. Hans Luther Jan. 1925 May 1926 none Center, DDP, DVP, BVP Dec. 1924
Wilhelm Marx May 1926 June 1928 Center Center, DDP, DVP, BVP
Hermann Muller June 1928 March 1930 SPD SPD, DDP, Center, BVP May 1928
Dr. Heinrich Bruning March 1930 March 1932 Center Sept. 1930
Franz von Papen March 1932 Nov. 1932 Center July 1932
Kurt von Schleicher Dec. 1932 Jan. 1933 None Nov. 1932
Adolf Hitler Jan. 1933 NSDAP March 1933

* Scheidemann is considered 15t Chancellor of Weimar Republic



Hitler Runs for President
March 13, 1932

February 25, 1932

March 13, 1932

April 10, 1932 (runoff)

Hitler becomes naturalized
German citizen.

Hitler 30%, Hindenburg 49%

Hitler 37%, Hindenburg 53%



The Intrigue Begins
(The Schleicher-Hitler Agreement)

April 13, 1932: Due to growing Nazi violence, Chancellor
Heinrich Bruning invokes Article 48 and
bans the SA and SS.

May 8, 1932: General Kurt von Schleicher, wanting to
lead Germany himself, holds a secret
meeting with Hitler proposing lifting the ban
on the SA and SS, dissolving the Reichstag,
holding new elections, and dumping
Chancellor Bruning if Hitler would support
his government. Hitler agrees.

May 29, 1932: Chancellor Bruning is forced to resign,
effectively ending democracy in Germany.



Franz von Papen Appointed Chancellor
June 1, 1932

June 14, 1932  Papen lifts ban on SA and SS
July 17, 1932 “Bloody Sunday”

(Papen) enjoyed the peculiarity of being taken seriously
by neither his friends nor his enemies. He was reputed
to be superficial, blundering, untrue, ambitious, vain,
crafty and an intriguer.

- André Francois-Poncet, French Ambassador to Berlin

Left to Right: Hitler, Hindenburg, Papen



Nazis largest party (37%).

Number of Reichstag Deputies Electgc

Date ‘ Jan [ Jun | May | Dec | May | Sept] July | Nov | Mar
1919 1920| 1924| 1924| 1928| 1930f 1932] 1932 1933
Total Deputias | 428 | 4s¢ | 472 | 408 | 401 | 577 | 08| s8¢ | s47
SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 | 100 | 131 | 153 | 143 | 133 | 121 120
USPD, Independent Socialists| 22 84
KPD, Communists 4 62 45 54 77 89 | 100 81
Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74
BVP, Bavarian |Peo/pdlel0X |[PHr |t 16 19 22 20 18
DDP, Democrats 75 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 5
DVP, Peopl e d]s19P|a 65t |y 45 o1 45 30 7 11 2
Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Parly 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1
DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95 | 103 | 73 41 37 52 52
196 | 288
Others 3 5 19 12 28 49 9 11 7




Hitler Presents His Demands
August 1932

7) Chancellorship

7, Three cabinet posts for Nazis

3) Creation of a Propaganda Ministry
Zr) Control over the Ministry of Interior
2, Control of Prussia

6! Passage of an Enabling Act giving him control to rule
by decree



Nazis lose 34 seats (33%).

Number of Reichstag Deputies Elected

Date ‘ Jan [ Jun | May | Dec| May | Sept| July [ Nov | Mar
1919 1920| 1924| 1924| 1928| 1930| 1932| 1932| 1933
Total Deputias | 428 | 4s¢ | 472 | 408 | 401 | 577 | 606 | 88| s47
SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 | 100 | 131 | 153 | 143 | 133 | 121 | 120
USPD, Independent Socialists| 22 84
KPD, Communists 4 62 45 54 77 89 | 100 | 81
Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74
BVP, Bavarian |Peo/pdlel0X |[PHr |t 16 19 22 20 18
DDP, Democrats 75 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 5
DVP, Peopl e d]s19P|a 65t |y 45 o1 45 30 7 11 2
Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Parly 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1
DNVP, Nationalists 44 71 95 | 103 | 73 41 37 52 52
230 288
Others 3 5 19 12 28 49 9 11 7




Papen Resigns
November 17, 1932

Hitler Demands to be Made Chancellor
November 19 & 21, 1932

Schleicher Appointed Chancellor
December 2, 1932

Whatever happens, mark what | say. From now on Germany is in the
hands of an Austrian who is a congenital liar (Hitler), a former officer who
is a pervert (Ernst Roehm), and a clubfoot (Joseph Goebbels). And I tell
you the last is the worst of them all. This is Satan in human form.

(Hermann) Goering is a brutal egotist who cares nothing for Germany as
long as he becomes something.

- Gregor Strasser, Nazi official, 1932 after resigning from the party




Von Papen secretly plans Hitler-Papen government.
January 3, 1932

Schleicher forced to resign.
January 28, 1933

Papen & Hitler Organize a New Government

Chancellor Adolf Hitler
Vice-Chancellor and Premier of Prussia Franz von Papen
Minister of the Interior Wilhelm Frick

Minister w/o Portfolio & Minister of Interior of Prussia Hermann Goering
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Hitler Appointed Chancellor (January 30, 1933)
Reichstag Fire (February 27, 1933)
Emergency Decree (February 28, 1933)
Enabling Act (March 23, 1933)

Night of the Long Knives (June 30, 1934)

Hitler Becomes Fuhrer (August 2, 1934)



Hitler Appointed Chancellor

January 30, 1933

Adolf Hitler greets a crowd of Hitler in Berlin as new Newly appointed Chancellor
enthusiastic Germans from a Chancellor of Germany, Adolf Hitler shgkes hands with
window in the Chancellery January, 1933 German President Paul von

building on the day of his Hindenburg.

appointment.



The SA celebrated
Hitler's attainment
of power on
January 30, 1933
with a torch-lit
parade in front of
the Brandenburg
Gate in Berlin.




I prophesy to you this .. by
of the Reich, you have handed over our Sacred German
Fatherland to one of the greatest demagogues of all time.
This evil man will cast our Reich into the abyss and bring our
nation to inconceivable misery.

Future generations will damn you in your grave for what you
have done.

-General Erich Ludendorff, in a telegram to President Hindenburg
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Reichstag Fire

February 27, 1933

The Nazis accused the Communists of
the arson as well as attempting to
overthrow the state. The Nazis would
use this event to eliminate all political
opposition.

Emergeny Decree
February 28, 1933

President Hindenburg was persuaded to
issue an Emergency Decree invoking
Article 48 of the Weimar Constitution.
This gave the Chancellor the authority to
Impose dictatorial power to protect the
democratic order from being overthrown.
Members of the Communist Party were
arrested.



Nazis 44%. - Number of Reichstag Deputies Elected|
Date Jan | Jun | May | Dec | May | Sept| July | Nov | Mar
1919| 1920| 1924| 1924 1928| 1930| 1932| 1932} 1933
Total Deputias | 428 | 4s¢ | 472 | 408 | 401 | 577 | 606 | s8¢ | 647
SPD, Social Democrats 165 102 | 100 | 131 | 153 | 143 | 133 | 121} 120
USPD, Independent Socialists| 22 84
KPD, Communists 4 62 45 54 77 89 | 100 | 81
Centre Party (Catholics) 91 64 65 69 62 68 75 70 74
BVP, Bavarian |Peo/pdlel0X |[PHr |t 16 19 22 20 18
DDP, Democrats 75 39 28 32 25 20 4 2 )
DVP, Peopl e d]s19P|a 65t |y 45 o1 45 30 7 11 2
Wirtschafts Partei, Economy Parly 4 4 10 17 23 23 2 1
DNVP, Nationalists 44 | 71| 95 | 103| 73 | 41 | 37 | 52 (B2
230 | 196 (G288}
Others 3 ) 19 12 28 49 9 11 7




The End of Weimar 30 1552

General Election Results Hitler takes over
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1st Concentration Camp Opens
Dachau: March 22, 1933
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Enabling Act

March 23, 1933

* Hitler won the office of Chancellor in a legal
fashion, but he was determined to rule
Germany without the restraints of a
democratically elected parliament.

* The Enabling Act was a special power
allowed by the Weimar Constitution that gave
the Chancellor and his cabinet the power to
pass laws by decree for a specified period of
time, without Reichstag involvement. It was
only to be used in times of emergency.

* Because it altered the constitution, passing
the Enabling Act required a 2/3 majority vote
of the Reichstag. This was achieved by Nazi
maneuvering.

* The Enabling Act gave Hitler's government
dictatorial powers for four years.
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Night of the Long Knives

“The Roehm Putsch”
June 30, 1934

Ernst Roehm, Leader of the SA Political Cartoon by David Low, July 3, 1934



Nazi Intentions Revealed

Since when do you have to agree with people to defend them from injustice?

- Lillian Hellman

* Anti-Jewish Policies
e Boycott of Jewish Shops: April 1, 1933
* Nazi Book Burnings: May 10, 1933
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Hitler Becomes Fuhrer
August 2, 1934

With President Paul von Hindenburg's death, Hitler consolidated power by joining
the offices of Chancellor and President. He assumed the title of Fuhrer (leader)
and Reich Chancellor of the German nation.

£in Uolf
£in Reich
€in $iibrer

Placing one hand upon the Nazi flag and
raising the other in obedience, these
German soldiers swear their allegiance to
the Fuhrer.

"One People, One Empire,
One Fuhrer."



Democracy is a process, not a static condition.
It is becoming rather than being.
It can easily be lost, but never is fully won.
| t' S essence | s et

- William H. Hastie, 15t black Federal Judge

What followed was a terrifying indictment of the
power of human indifference and passivity.



r Fact:  Adolf Hitler was elected to power.

Hitler never received more than 37% of the popular vote (in March 1932
Presidential election) in the honest elections that occurred before he
became Chancellor. He would never have seen the light of day had the
German Republic been truly democratic.

r Fact:  Hitler's rise to power was inevitable.

Hi
1.
2.

o Ok W

tl er’ s rise to power was not I
Fatal flaws in the Weimar Republic constitution.

German leaders who had a weak devotion to democracy, came in
actively plotting to overthrow it.

Events of the Great Depression.
A half-senile President Hindenburg.
Incompetent competition.

The occurrence of unnecessary backroom deals just as the Nazis were
starting to lose popular appeal and votes.

n
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