The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous
European Study Program to Germany and Poland

July 8 to July 21, 2012
Itinerary

Sunday, July 8
Leave from Newark Liberty Airport early evening – you will have dinner and breakfast on the plane.

Monday, July 9
Arrive in Munich in the morning – after going through customs we will board our motor coach.  Please note – our rooms will not be ready until the afternoon.  

We will travel to our hotel where we will meet Robert Jan van Pelt.  We will then travel to the center of Munich where we will visit the Feldherrnhalle where the 1923 Putsch was stopped, the Koenigsplatz with the still existing Nazi headquarters, and the Haus der Kunst, formerly Haus der deutsche Kunst.  These places are good introductions to the idea of Nazism as an aesthetic movement that tried to create a racial utopia.

During our walking tour of Munich, we will stop for lunch.  In the evening, following dinner at a local restaurant, we will have “free time” enabling the group to visit the Marienplatz and perhaps to stop at Augustinian Beer Hall.

Tuesday, July 10
We will travel to Dachau where we will visit the camp.  
After our time at Dachau, we will board our bus for Nuremberg.  We will have a boxed lunch on the bus.  In Nuremberg we will visit the Documentation Centre where you will have a self-guided tour and we will look at the remains of the setting for the party rallies. It is the place where the Nuremberg Laws were promulgated.  We will stop at the Zeppelin field.  In Nuremberg we will visit Courtroom 600 if the courtroom is not in session.
After our visit to Nuremberg, which will last around three to four hours, we will leave for Weimar.  We anticipate arriving in Weimar around 9:00 p.m.  We will have dinner at the hotel which is located outside of Weimar.
Wednesday, July 11
We will leave our hotel early and have a walking tour of Weimar.  After the walking tour we will have some free time to wander around.  During this time, you will have an opportunity to visit the Goethe house on your own.  Being in Weimar raises the basic question: how could the Holocaust happen in the land of Goethe, Bach and Kant?   We will then go to the memorial site at Buchenwald and will have our boxed lunch on the bus prior to our arrival at Buchenwald.  We will walk through the camp and we will visit the memorial on the road leading to the camp.

Following our visit to Buchenwald we will leave for Berlin.  We should arrive in Berlin early evening.  We will eat dinner in a local restaurant and then check into our hotel.
Thursday, July 12
We will begin our day at 7:30 a.m. as we leave to visit to the Grünewald Station memorial.  We will arrive at the House of the Wannsee Conference at 9:00 a.m., where we will be greeted by staff that will give a presentation and lead a discussion about the Wannsee Conference (in the room where it took place).  We will have an opportunity to see the permanent exhibition (without guided tour) and to discuss the teaching of the Holocaust in Germany.


On our way back from the House of the Wannsee Conference, we will stop at the new Holocaust Memorial and exhibition.  After visiting the memorial we will visit the Topography of Terror which is located on the former site of a forced labor camp.  
Prior to dinner, we will walk through part of Scheunenviertel, formerly a slum of mostly Eastern European Jews and Berlin workers.  This neighborhood is better known as the “Jewish District.”  We will have dinner at a local restaurant.  Hopefully a rescuer will join us for dinner as well as some of my friends and colleagues in Berlin.

Friday, July 13
Leaving our hotel at 8:00 a.m., we will go to the Bayerischer Platz to explore an interesting Holocaust memorial.  Following this stop we will then go to the Brandenberg Gate for an amazing lecture given by Professor van Pelt.  Following Robert Jan’s lecture, you will have some free time in Berlin before proceeding to the Jewish Museum.  Following our tour of the Jewish Museum, we will eat lunch at the museum café.  

We will take a train from Berlin to Warsaw, arriving in Warsaw at approximately 10:30 in the evening.  As our luggage will travel by bus to Warsaw, it is requested that each participant bring a carryon for whatever you need for Friday night.
Saturday, July 14
We will leave the hotel by 7:30 in the morning and we will travel to Treblinka.  On our way to Treblinka we will stop at Tykocin, one of the few remaining synagogues in Poland.  We will eat lunch in Tykocin.


On our return to Warsaw, we will eat dinner in a local restaurant.

.  
Sunday, July 15
We will start our tour of “Jewish Warsaw” at the site of the former ghetto, the Rapaport Memorial, and the memorial to Zegota.  We will visit Mila 18, the Umshlagplatz, and the Jewish cemetery.  After our tour of Jewish Warsaw, we will return to the hotel, where we will change clothes for a luncheon sponsored by the JFR for Righteous Gentiles living in Warsaw.  The luncheon will be held at the Marriott. 


Sunday night is a free night and you are on your own.  Our bus will take us to Old Town where we can sit in an outdoor restaurant, have something to drink, and if you are hungry after our luncheon have something to eat.  The JFR is not providing dinner on Sunday night.  I can also show you the best place in Warsaw to buy ice cream!
Monday, July 16
We will leave the hotel by 8:00 a.m. and will travel to Kazimierz Dolny a small Polish town and we will stop at a Holocaust memorial just outside of the town.  We will then proceed to Majdanek Concentration Camp.  After we arrive at Majdanek we will spend approximately three hours touring the camp.  With our visit to Majdanek completed we will proceed to Krakow having our boxed lunch on the bus.  Depending on the time, we will either begin our tour of Jewish Krakow or we will check into our hotel and will have dinner in the center of town.  We will hopefully be joined by a rescuer in Krakow.  We will walk back to our hotel after dinner.

Tuesday, July 17
At 8:00 a.m. we will meet with Polish colleagues who will discuss the teaching of the Holocaust in Poland.  The meeting will be in the breakfast room of our hotel.  

Following our meeting, we will tour “Jewish Krakow”, the Galicia Museum, and Płaszow.  

To give everyone greater free time in Krakow, we will not provide a boxed lunch.  We will have about ninety minutes of free time in Krakow before our departure for Oswiecim.  We will arrive in Oswiecim in the late afternoon.  We will visit the town of Oswiecim upon arrival.  We will have dinner at the International Youth Centre where we are staying.
Wednesday, July 18
Auschwitz

Thursday, July 19
Birkenau


At the Auschwitz Jewish Center we will conduct Friday night Shabbat services.  We will have Shabbat dinner at a local restaurant. 
Friday, July 20
Birkenau and International Youth Center – to debrief and reflect.  We will have our goodbye dinner at a local restaurant.
Saturday, July 21
We will leave for the Krakow airport where we will fly to Munich and then to the United States.
